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2009 Theme 
   “His love endures forever.” 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path.  

   - Psalm 119:105 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

    Relationships are wonderful gifts given to us by God. It was that way from the very beginning. “Therefore a 
man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” (Genesis 
2:24 ESV). As we read in the Bible, next to our relationship with God, the most intimate relationship is marriage 
between a husband and a wife. Unfortunately, relationships today are under more cultural and interpersonal pres-
sure and stress than ever before in our history. 
 

   But it doesn’t have to be that way. Together, with the help of Christ, we can make a long-term difference for 
healthy relationships and marriages, starting with our own.  On March 16, at 6:30 P.M. we will be showing a film 
in our Friendship Room that is making a true difference in Christian marriages throughout the whole world.  The 
movie is called “Fireproof” and it is about a marriage that is about to go up in smoke.  In the movie, Capt. Caleb 
Holt, played by Kirk Cameron, lives by the old firefighter's adage, “Never leave your partner behind.” Inside 
burning buildings, it's his natural instinct. In the cooling embers of his marriage, it's another story.  
 

    After seven years of marriage, Caleb and Catherine Holt have drifted so far apart that they are ready to move 
on without each other. Yet as they prepare to enter divorce proceedings, Caleb receives help from an unexpected 
person and in a way that literally dares him to love his wife.  By the end of the movie, those watching are also 
challenged to improve their marriages.  We will supply the popcorn and if you need someone to watch your chil-
dren while you watch the movie, please call ahead and we will make the arrangements. 

 

    Some couples will come to this event because they have already observed the warning signs of trouble in their 
marriage.  Some will come because they heard from someone else how it helped them.  Some will come because 
they always want to do things to make their marriage stronger.  All will come because it is God’s will that mar-
riages prosper in the center of His Will. 

 

In service to Christ, 

 

Pastor Laska 

 



 

March Adult Bible Study Opportunities 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study  

Pastor Laska is starting a new study on the book of Proverbs.  This 
Old Testament book is filled with advice that can be helpful in our 
modern times for a variety of issues.  The study will meet in the 
Friendship Room from 9:15 A.M. to 10:15 A.M. each Sunday.  
Some who attend are pleased that they are able to just sit and listen 
without being put on the spot.  Others are also encouraged knowing 
that there will be room for discussion on the part of those who like 
to talk.   
 

 

 Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Breakfast 

This study and format enables men to feed on the Word of God 
while they are being fed breakfast.  Men of all ages are invited to 
meet in the back dining room at Midway Restaurant on Highway 57 
from 6:30 A.M. to 7:30 A.M. with Pastor Laska as the leader.  After 
ordering breakfast off the menu we will have a 45 minute study 
while we eat.  Our current study is called “The Life of Jeremiah”.   
This Old Testament prophet lived during a time when his nation 
was moving away from God and he suffered considerable persecu-
tion as a result. Bring a friend and let’s have a good time of fellow-
ship as we study God’s Word! 
 

 

 Thursday Morning Mid Week 

Pastor Seifferlein is leading this ongoing joint study this month with 
members of St. John and Emmanuel.  This month the class will 
meet in the new Memorial Hall at Adell on Thursdays from 9:15 
A.M. to 10:15 A.M.  We will be studying the Scripture readings for 
the upcoming Sunday.  This is a refreshing way to prepare for wor-
ship.  Men and women of all ages are welcome to attend.   
 

 Primetime  

This once per month study is for those over forty and it is tailored 
to the various challenges that adults face during the prime time of 
their lives.  We are meeting every third Monday. This month we will 
meet on March 16, but instead of our usual Bible Study, we will be 
watching the movie, “Fireproof” in our Friendship Room along 
with any other couples that wish to join.  The movie will begin at 
6:30 and popcorn will be served.   This movie is about how Christ 
can bring couples together to make their marriages strong.  

 

 Women’s Bible Study 

The women of our congregation gather each fourth Thursday of the 
month for Bible study and support of missions in our LCMS.  Join 
in with them on March 26 in the Friendship Room at 7:00 P.M.  
Women of all ages are encouraged to attend. 
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The Sunday School theme has been  

“Treasure Island”,   which centered  around  

the Bible verse, “Give as freely as you 

have received.” Matthew 10:8b.   The chil-

dren learned that giving an offering  to 

God meant more than giving money.  They learned that  

by using their time, talents, and life to serve Him, they are 

sharing their treasure.   Following the example   of God’s 

people in the Bible stories, The children   assembled  Val-

entine  boxes  for  

college students.    

They made Valen-

tine’s, brought 

cookies for their 

offering one Sun-

day, and then 

packed the boxes.    

A total of 14 boxes 

were made.  The Bible Memory  Maker for this unit was a 

treasure bag. 

      

The next unit will be “Rescue 911”, which will center 

around the Bible verse:   “For God so loved the world, 

that  He gave His  one and only Son,  that whoever be-

lieves in Him 

shall not perish 

but have eternal 

life.”  John 3:16.  

It is not too late 

for your child to  

join us. Sunday 

School begins at 

9:15 each Sunday 

morning.  Even if your child may be unable to attend 

regularly, he/she is always welcome.                                                                      

Thank You 

    Thank you  parents and friends , for your support of 

the Valentine’s for College students project.  Thank you 

for your donation of boxes, muffins, bars and cookies. 

Please  keep  the  Sunday  School staff and  children  in  

your  prayers  throughout the month.. 

. 

 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93075425
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Craig & Jodi Broetzmann 

       Craig and Jodi (Mueller) Broetzmann 
were both born and raised in Random Lake.  
Craig’s parents are Clarence and Marlene 
Broetzmann, who have been lifelong mem-
bers of St. Johns.  He has a brother Keith 
and a sister Kristine.  Craig attended St.  
Johns Sherman Center from 1-8th grade and 
went to Sheboygan Lutheran High thru 11th 
grade and attended Random Lake High 
School for his senior year,  where he gradu-
ated in 1989. 

       Jodi’s parents are Gerald and Elaine 
Mueller who have been lifelong members of 
Our Lady of  the Lakes. (St Mary’s)  Jodi has 
a brother Brad and a sister Heather.   Jodi 
attended St. Mary’s Random Lake 1-6th grade 
and then over to Random Lake Middle and 
High School, where she graduated in 1989. 

 

   Craig and Jodi met at Random Lake High School and became fast friends.  They were friends at least 5 years before 
they officially started dating in Dec. 1993 and eventually becoming man and wife April 13, 1996.  This April they will 
be married 13 years. 

 

   Craig  attended ACME institute of Technology in Manitowoc and currently works as a Tool and Die Designer at 
Strattec in Milwaukee for 13 years. Before that he worked at Kohler Co. for  4 years.  Jodi attended LTC and gradu-
ated as a Medical Assistant. She worked as an assistant for Dr. Mockert for 3 years.   She now has worked at Sheboy-
gan Internal Medicine for the last 15 years in the lab as a phlebotomist. She is currently part time so she can be home 
for her family.   

 

   Craig and Jodi have 2 children, Max 7, currently in 2nd  grade and Isabella 5, currently in P4, both at St. Johns.  As a 
family they all enjoy fishing, camping, being outdoors and finding treasures for Max’s museum, 4 wheeling, bowling 
and spending time with friends and family.   They had a new addition to their family in September, a  Golden Re-
triever puppy, Rosie,who does not get along with Sharkey the cat!! 

 

   Craig and Jodi also are involved in St Johns School.  Craig has been on the Board of Education for 2 years and is 
currently the Chairman.  Jodi is a teacher helper and  a hot lunch worker on Fridays  and enjoys helping out at the 
fundraisers for the school. 

 

 Our favorite bible verse is:   John 3:16 

 

 For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him will not die, but have eternal life. 
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Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
 

 

We have been notified of the funding amounts for Care in Congregations for 2009.  These are the 
dollars we can use to supplement funds raised by church and school organizations.  The total 
available for this year is $1250.00  

 

 In 2008 we used our funds to supplement the following fundraisers. 

  

$350.00 - Lenten Soup Suppers 

$600.00 - Combined Youth Group fundraisers 

$250.00 - Annual Church Golf Outing 

$400.00 - Tree of Love 

  

As you can see, the funding is tighter than last year due to the economic downturn.  We have al-
ready applied for funding to supplement the Lenten soup supper free-will offerings, up to $400.00 
if our offerings total at least $1200.00.  Other fundraisers may also receive supplemental funds as 
well, based on the same dollar ratio. 

  

Funding must be applied for a minimum of 30 days before the fundraiser date to be approved.  
Supplemental funding from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans must also be mentioned in all adver-
tising, bulletin items and newsletter articles.  A minimum of six Thrivent households must also be 
involved. 

  

To apply for funding contact Don and Karen Pfeifer at 994-4983. 

  

Also keep in mind that Care in Communities dollars are again available through the West Sheboy-
gan County Chapter of Thrivent.  This program supplements fundraisers for people and groups in 
need.  The same application rules apply. 

Page 6 The Lamp Volume 2009  Issue 3 



 

Birthdays 
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March 1  -  Laura Cirra,  Zachary Rost 

March 3  -  Heather Grosskoph, Bryce Kohler 

March 5  -  Cana Laska, Jenae Girard, Laycie Ramirez 

March 6  -  Ken Guidinger 

March 7  -  Jeremy Mueller 

March 8  -  Lynn Geib 

March 9  -  Jeanette Heidel, Trevor Horn, Wayne Sramek 

March 11 ðVirginia Lohse, Anthony Florencio 

March 13 -  Randall Jentsch 

March 14 -  Mary Behnke, Brady Fick 

March 15 -  Jean Vorpahl 

March 16 -  Paige Maas, Carter Warnock, Ashton Root 

March 17 -  Arthur Suelflow, Austin Sveom 

March 18 -  Isaac Veldboom 

March 19 -  Scott Titel, Braden Weiss 

March 20 -  Marion Heidemann, Chase Koepp 

March 22 -  Richard Vorpahl 

March 23 -  Justin Terrell, Alexis Schipper 

March 24 -  Faith Laska, Jarod Treppish, Payton Vorpahl, Greta Vorpahl 

March 25 -  Dale Becker, Alycia Preder, Jessica Wilburn 

March 26 -  Kyle Yekenewicz 

March 27 -  Doug Hartmann, Matthew Corgiat 

March 28 -  Philip Melius 

March 29 -  Mandy Tischer, Dawson Beal, Paul Geib 

March 31 -  Kelsie Ernst, Kyle Pfeifer, David Yankunas 

 

The members of St. John Lutheran Congregation pray that all those who are celebrating birthdays and anniver-
saries during the month of March will continue to be blessed by the Lord in all ways.  He is the source of all that 
we need and has richly supplied us with the gifts of family, friends and faith.  May each of you celebrating in 
March enjoy your special day in good health and by giving honor and glory to God.  

 

 March 2 -  Stephen & Debbie Shelvik 

March 20 -  Jan & Donna Borgwardt 

            

 

Anniversaries 
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LWML NEWS 
 Over the past several months you have been very 

generously supporting our “Muffins for Missions” project. 

We thank you for your participation and praise God that in 

2008 we were able to triple our annual average giving to the 

projects being sponsored through the Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League (LWML) mites. 

 

A portion of the money is used to support the 12 

mission grants of the South Wisconsin District LWML, such 

as student aid for seminary and other church worker students, 

Bibles for inner city Milwaukee outreach, and money to pro-

vide hot lunches in our Haitian Lutheran schools. The other 

portion is used by the national LWML which has set a goal of 

$1.7 million for the 2007-2008 biennium. Some of those pro-

jects include grants for building 10 churches in India, expand-

ing mission work in parts of Africa, and ministry in Detroit, 

Chicago, the Twin Cities, and South Dakota. 

 

 Your continued support is encouraged. Even if you 

are counting calories and are by-passing the sweets, please 

consider dropping a few of your mites in the box next month. 

For the first two months of 2009 we have received $210.00. 

With your prayers and mites the work of extending God’s 

Kingdom in all parts of the world will be blessed. 

 

 Ladies, please feel free to join us on the fourth 

Thursday of the month for Bible Study. We are currently 

studying “Psalms for a Woman’s Life”. 

Attendance — January 

8:00 AM Worship 

10:30 AM Worship 

 

Wednesday Evening                                              

 

217 

511 

 

51 

  

TOTAL January 779 

Evangelism Committee 

News 
 

        Thank you to all those who participated in the Care 
and Share Box outreach project! 

We began this outreach project not knowing exactly what to 
expect.  We knew that we wanted to share the love of the 
Savior with those around us, but weren’t sure how every-
thing would come together.  Would anyone share a name?  
Will there be any helpers to bake, pack and deliver boxes?  
Will we have enough boxes in which to pack the cookies? 

     God is Good.  He has provided.  All glory and honor be 
to God!   A total of 51 Care and Share boxes were assem-
bled and delivered.  51 people have been reminded that Je-
sus loves them, and cares for them.  Please pray for these 
individuals.  

     We hope that this outreach project becomes an annual 
event.    Please pray for us as we continue to look for new 
ways to reach out to those around us, while sharing the 
Good News.   Thank you for your support, and for joining 
with us to share the love of the Savior. 
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ñDO I HAVE TO GIVE SOMETHING UP?ò 
 

The Season of Lent is upon us once again.  
The question is often asked ñWhat are you 
giving up for Lent?ò  Most answers are bad 
habits such as smoking, drinking, sweets and 
so on.  Some answers are half-heartedly 
given in jest  -  ñIôll give up skydivingò or 
ñrutabagasò. 
 

In the middle ages, the church required that 
one give of meat on Fridays.  Beef was a 
luxury for nobility.  They could afford to 
slaughter an ox or bull ï but the peasant 
needed the beast for plowing or pulling a cart.  
Fish was the poor peopleôs food and in good 
supply.  Instead of Fish on Friday as a 
mandatory decree, it is optional  - except if 
you live in Wisconsin! 
 

But what about the idea of ñgiving something 
up for Lent?ò  It is a good practice if it meant 
from the heart.  But what should it be?  King 
David said this in Psalm 51: ñThe sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, you will not despise.ò [vs. 17]. 
 

The Season of Lent focuses on the sacrifices 
of Jesus that he made for us-praying for us, 
taking beatings and insults and even death 
on the cross for our sins.  True sacrifices, 
indeed.  The good news is that He overcame 
it all on Easter ï His glorious resurrection 
from the dead! 
 

In remembering the sacrifices of Jesus during 
the Lenten season, let us sacrifice ourselves 
as the living example of His grace and love.   

-Pastor Tom 
CULVERôS CHAPLAINCY 

Day in Sheboygan 

 
The Chaplaincy Ministry depends on support from 
the good folks in and around Sheboygan County 
for the nursing home ministry to continue.  So, get 
Mom out of the kitchen, pack up the family and 
head for Culverôs on Tuesday, March 10th. and 
help this vital ministry serving our elderly and 
infirmed nursing home residents and enjoy a 
great meal, too! 
 

10% of your receipt with the coupon below 
will be donated to the Chaplaincy at BOTH 
Culverôs locations ï 641 Taylor Dr. and 4225 
State Hwy 42 North.   You must present the 
coupon when ordering!  Clip the coupon 
below and come to Culverôs! 
Funds Supplemented by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

 
****This Coupon MUST be presented when you order.**** 

 

COUPON 

 
Sheboygan County Chaplaincy 

Fundraiser ï March 10, 2009 
 
 

Amount $_______________  
 

Thank You! 
Chaplaincy Ministry Board of Directors 

And the Crew of Culverôs 

The Chaplainõs Corner  
 March 2009 
 

Sheboygan County Chaplaincy Ministry   
P.O. Box 351, Plymouth, WI 53073    Rev. Tom Fleischmann, Chaplain 

[920]-892-2211       Brotherskeeper99@yahoo.com  

     
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


