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2009 Theme

“His love endures forever.”

Member Newsletter

From the Pastors Desk

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

One of my childhood memories is of the time my home church conducted what they called a “mission”. Each night for
ten days in a row, everyone gathered in church to hear a special guest preacher who led us through basic spiritual truths
that brought us into a closer relationship with God. In the aftermath of the “mission”, there was a true revival among the
people that showed in worship attendance, volunteerism, stewardship, and various other aspects of life in the church.

I am hoping to create that same experience of leading our congregation into drawing closer to God. On February 25, we

will begin our forty day observation of Lent with Ash Wednesday. This year I will preach a sermon series that will be
more like expository teaching. I have entitled the series “Time to Come Home.” It is based upon Mark 1:15 GW “The
time has come, and the kingdom of God is near. Change the way you think and act, and believe the Good News."
Through this sermon series I will be speaking on subjects such as burn out, our brokenness, regaining intimacy with God,
and unforgiveness. With each topic, we will address the process of coming home to our Lord and Savior, Jesus.

There is a beautiful hymn, written by Will Lamartine Thompson, that captures the essence of the invitation from Jesus to
us. Though this hymn is often sung to calm the hearts of those who are grieving the loss of a loved one, it calls out to all
who have strayed from a right relationship with Christ. We will be singing this hymn several times during Lent.

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
Calling for yon and for me;
See, on the portals He's waiting and watching,
Watching for you and for me.

Come home, come honze,
You who are weary, come home;
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
Calling, O sinner, come home!

Please prayerfully consider joining us during the Wednesday evening services in Lent and begin to renew your love for
Jesus!

In service to Christ,

Pastor Greg Laska —‘-ﬂ’ LUTHERAN CHURCH
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s The Bible verse, “Your Word is a light to my
feet and a lamp for my path”, Psalm 119:105,
has been the center of the Sunday school lessons

during the month of January. Just like spelunkers
need flashlights to guide their footsteps in a
dark cave, the children discovered that God

gave us His Word, the Bible to guide us in our
walk through life. During the large group time children pretended
to be spelunkers, while looking for clues about the Bible. They
learned some fun facts, and heard from Audrey and Norman
Jagow, our guest speakers how God’s word has impacted their
Children were reminded that the Bible is a gift
from God, showing us His great love for us, and it should never be
taken for granted. The Bible Memory Maker for this unit was a
“Hardhat Flashlight Keychain”.

everyday lives.

The next unit will be “Treasure Island”, which will center
around the Bible verse, “Give as freely as you have received.” Mat-
thew 10:8b.

School begins at 9:15 each Sunday morning. Even if your child

It is not too late for your child to join us. Sunday

may be unable to attend regularly, he/she is always welcome.
THANK YOU

I would like to thank all those who have brought boxes to
school. The Sunday School children will be using a few of them to
send Valentine Boxes to college students.

Norman Jagow
shows students Bi-
ble stories from his

childhood.

Please keep the
Sunday School staff
~and children in

Attendance — December

8:00 AM Worship 268
10:30 AM Worship 212
Special Christmas/New Year Services 660
Wednesday Evening 178
TOTAL December 1318

February Adult Bible Study Opportunities

Sunday Morning Bible Study

Pastor Laska is starting a new study on the book of Proverbs. This
Old Testament book is filled with advice that can be helpful in our
modern times for a variety of issues. The study will meet in the
Friendship Room from 9:15 A.M. to 10:15 A.M. each Sunday.
Some who attend are pleased that they are able to just sit and listen
without being put on the spot. Others are also encouraged knowing
that there will be room for discussion on the part of those who like
to talk.

Thursday Morning Men’s Bible Breakfast

This study and format enables men to feed on the Word of God
while they are being fed breakfast. Men of all ages are invited to
meet in the back dining room at Midway Restaurant on Highway 57
from 6:30 A.M. to 7:30 A.M. with Pastor Laska as the leader. After
ordering breakfast off the menu we will have a 45 minute study
while we eat. Our current study is called “The Life of Jeremiah”.
This Old Testament prophet lived during a time when his nation
was moving away from God and he suffered considerable persecu-
tion as a result. Bring a friend and let’s have a good time of fellow-
ship as we study God’s Word!

Thursday Morning Mid Week

Pastor Laska is leading this ongoing joint study this month with
members of St. John and Emmanuel. This month the class will
meet in the Friendship Room on Thursdays from 9:15 AM. to
10:15 AM. We will be studying the Scripture readings for the up-
coming Sunday. This is a refreshing way to prepare for worship.
Men and women of all ages are welcome to attend.

Primetime

This once per month study is for those over forty and it is tailored
to the various challenges that adults face during the prime time of
their lives. We are meeting every third Monday at 7:00 P.M. This
month we will meet on February 23 at the home of Jim and Elaine
Veldboom at N2285 Ebbers Road, Oostburg. We will have some
time each month for fellowship, a Bible Study, prayer, and refresh-
ments. This will be a great way to get to know the members of our
congregation in an informal setting. Pastor Laska is leading a study
focused upon John 3:16.

Women’s Bible Study

The women of our congregation gather each fourth Thursday of the
month for Bible study and support of missions in our LCMS. They
are currently studying “Psalms for a Woman’s Life.” Join in with
them on February 26 in the Friendship Room at 7:00 P.M. Women
of all ages are encouraged to attend.



http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93075425
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Curt & Dian Diener

Curt and Dian Diener both grew up in western
Sheboygan County. Curt graduated from Random
Lake High School, then enlisted in the Navy for 3
years. He is now enjoying retirement after having
worked at Simplicity Mfg in Port Washington for 40
years, first as a tool and die maker, then as a quality
assurance inspector. Dian graduated from Plymouth
High School and Cardinal Stritch University. Dian
has worked as a software engineer for several firms,
currently as a consultant for CSS of Chatrleston, SC.
Her work generally requires her to travel to the cli-
ents’ site so she accumulates many frequent flyer
miles.

Curt and Dian met at the Central Lakeshore Conference wrestling meet through mutual friends. They
live in Fredonia. Curt is an avid golfer and had a hole in one in 2007 at Quit Qui Oc golf course. Curt and
Dian both enjoy sprint car races, the Packers, golf, reading, traveling and spending time with their children
and grandchildren.  Places of interest they have visited include Hawaii, Alaska, Egypt, Israel, Washington
DC, San Francisco, California’s wine country and San Joaquin Valley, the Badlands, Gettysburg, Florida,
San Antonio, Austria, Italy, Charleston, SC, North Carolina, Niagara Falls, Toronto, Las Vegas, Kentucky’s
horse country and Nashville, TN. They have a trip planned to Ireland this year. They consider themselves
blessed to have the opportunity to view the beauty of God’s creation in so many and varied locations.

Dian has served on the Board of Education, the Board of Stewardship and enjoyed singing in the choir for
many years.

Curt and Dian’s children are Anne (Jeff) Trott of Random Lake, Steven (Melissa) Diener of Racine,
Brian (Jennifer) Diener of Union Grove, WI, Jim (Karen) Klug of Milwaukee, Matthew (Jill) Klug of Osh-
kosh and Barry Diener of Sheboygan. They have 8 beautiful grandchildren ranging from 2 years old to a
senior in high school.

Favorite Bible passage “I'his is the day that the Lord bath made. et us rejoice and be glad in it”.
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Ed & Bev I aermann

They will be married 44 years this year. They have two
children together, Eric and Tracy. Ed has a daughter
(Carmen) in Germany, from a previous marriage. They
have six grandchildren, two in Germany.

Ed grew up on a farm one mile south of Fredonia.
Bev grew up in the Bay View area of Milwaukee. They met
thru one of Bev's seven brothers.

They became members of St. John in 2002. They
are active members of Lutherans For Life and The
Fredonia Area Garden Club.

Ed is employed with Hartmann Sand and Gravel; after retiring from over-the-road
truck driving.

Bev is a homemaker (domestic engineer) and caregiver for three of their grandsons.
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Birthdays

The members of St. John Lutheran Congregation pray that all those who are celebrating birthdays and anniver-
saries during the month of February will continue to be blessed by the Lord in all ways. He is the source of all
that we need and has richly supplied us with the gifts of family, friends and faith. May each of you celebrating in
February enjoy your special day in good health and by giving honor and glory to God.

February 1
February 3
February 4
February 5
February 6
February 8
February 9
February 10
February 12
February 14
February 15
February 16
February 17
February 18

February 19

February 20
February 25
February 26
February 28
February 29

Brenna Winter

Ronald Jentsch, Pamela Lawrenz

Irmgard Arndt, Greg Kohler

Kevin Pfeifer

Kristyn Alsvig

Sandra Huston

Emmett Huston

Justin Fay

Norman Winter

Kenneth Witte

Pastor Laska, Daniel Huston

Walter Winter

Michael Vojnovich

Sylvia Horn, Kevin Risse, Bethany Laska,
Alexandria Nytes, Audrey Jagow

Sandy Preder, Colton Kraus, Abbie Blecher,
Nora Brooks

Sharon Kohler, Lisa Kohn, Amy Anderson

Curt Diener

Daniel Hartmann, Frederick Wilk

John Parker

Dean Fenske

Awnniversaries

February 14 - M/M Richard Wegner
February 20 - M/M John Tarr
February 21 - M/M Curt Diener
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Mission of the Month

February’s Mission of the Month is Camp LuWiSoMo Feeding the Flock Campaign.

Camp LuWiSoMo is 420 acres of woods and rolling hills located on 70-acre Round Lake in central Wis-
consin, USA. Camp LuWiSoMo is dedicated to providing faith-growing opportunities in a Christ-centered
outdoor ministry setting for all ages to refresh the whole person through the blessings of people, facilities,
and God's Word. Owned and operated by the South Wisconsin District of the LC-MS, LuWiSoMo offers a
wide range of programs, facilities, and recreation for Christian camping. LUWiSoMo is raising money to build
new Log Cabins, a new Dining Hall, and new Family Lodging! Currently $877,000 in pledges have been raised! Our
goal is $2.7 million. The great news is that the next $250,000 in new pledges will be matched dollar for dollar.

Please use the Mission envelope included in your envelope box to direct your gift to support the Mission
of Camp LuWiSoMo.

March —Mission of the Month — Sheboygan County Chaplaincy Program



St. John Lutheran Church
W5406 Hwy SS
Random Lake, WI 53075

St. John Luthera

W5406 Hwy SS
Random Lake, W1 53075

Phone: 920-994-2228
Faxc: 920-994-9721
Email: glaska@stjohnrandomiake.org
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THEME
His love endures forever.
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St. John Lutheran Church and School have been used
mightily by God for over 153 years in this area. We
are part of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. The
ministry of the congregation can be summed up by our
mission statement: We exist to strengthen our faith
through Word and Sacrament and to proclaim Christ
to each other and the world. St. John Lutheran
School serves as a mission of our church to
teach children the Word of God, instill disciple-
ship, develop God-given talents, prepare for Chris-
tian citizenship, and proclaim the Gospel message.




