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2009 Theme 
   òHis love endures forever.ó 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path.  

   - Psalm 119:105 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 Over seven years ago, our family welcomed a foreign exchange student into our family from Thailand.  When 
she arrived, we discovered that she was a secular Buddhist, meaning that her family observed a few Buddhist customs 
but were not devout in that faith.  Her name was Beau. She attended Lutheran High School while she lived with us 
and received daily religion instruction from Rev. Johnson at the school and Roberta and I worked diligently with her at 
our home. 

 As the school year progressed, we learned a lot about her and about some of the customs in her home coun-
try.  In April, in Thailand they celebrate their New Year.  It is called òSongkranó.  The most prevalent part of the cele-
bration is the throwing of water on each other.  Beau told us of how she was on a bus one time and it stopped for a 
red light.  Someone on the sidewalk had a water hose and stuck it into the window.  With full water pressure, the loose 
end of the hose sprayed everyone on the bus rather thoroughly.  Instead of getting mad, the people stood to face the 
perpetrator and with their hands folded, they bowed and thanked him. 

 The Buddhist people of Thailand consider that such an event means that their sins of the old year have been 
washed away.  It is a tradition passed down over many generations.  The problem with the practice is that there is no 
substance to it.  The amount of such splashing continues for several days and no one could be left sure that their sins 
were really gone. 

 You can imagine the joy Beau experienced as Rev. Johnson and I properly taught her about baptism and how 
the death and resurrection of Jesus give her the complete assurance of forgiveness.  She was baptized in our church 
and has remained in the Christian faith ever since.  In fact, our daughter, Cana, is now in Korea teaching English 
there, and discovered that Beau is in the same city doing Graduate School studies.   Our New Year does not have the 
same tradition as the Buddhists, but as we consider how to deal with the old year and welcome the New Year, it would 
do us well to celebrate our own baptism.  Luther talked about celebrating baptism every day to remind us of whom we 
are in Christ and that we can stand before Godõs throne of grace and mercy as one redeemed and justified. 

 My prayer for each of you in the New Year is that you may live in the assurance of the grace first poured 
upon you in Baptism and that you may treasure being in Godõs family by actively participating in fellowship and the 
Lordõs Supper.  What a joy it is to be absolutely sure of our salvation!  May God bless and prosper you in this year and 
may you always live in your Baptismal grace. 

 

In service to Christ, 

Pastor Greg Laska 



January Adult Bible Study Opportunities 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study  

Pastor Laska is leading a study on the Gospel of Mark.  Most schol-
ars believe that Markõs Gospel was heavily influenced by Peter.  The 
study will meet in the Friendship Room from 9:15 A.M. to 10:15 
A.M. each Sunday.  Some who attend are happy that they are able 
to just sit and listen without being put on the spot.  Others are also 
happy knowing that the study covers the whole gospel verse by 
verse so there will be room for much discussion on the part of 
those who like to talk.   
 

 Thursday Morning Menõs Bible Breakfast 

This study and format enables men to feed on the Word of God 
while they are being fed breakfast.  Men of all ages are invited to 
meet in the back dining room at Midway Restaurant on Highway 57 
from 6:30 A.M. to 7:30 A.M. with Pastor Laska as the leader.  After 
ordering breakfast off the menu we will have a 45 minute study 
while we eat.  Bring a friend and letõs have a good time of fellow-
ship as we study Godõs Word! 
 

 Thursday Morning Mid Week 

Pastor Chris Seifferlein of Emmanuel in Adell is leading this ongo-
ing joint study this month with members of St. John and Em-
manuel.  This month the class will meet in the Friendship Room on 
Thursdays from 9:15 A.M. to 10:15 A.M.  We will be studying the 
Scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday.  This is a refreshing 
way to prepare for worship.  Men and women of all ages are wel-
come to attend.   
 

 Primetime  

This once per month study is for those over forty and it is tailored 
to the various challenges that adults face during the prime time of 
their lives.  We are meeting every third Monday at 7:00 P.M. This 
month we will meet on January 19 at the home of Ed and Bev Lier-
mann at W6803 County Road F, Cascade.  We will have some time 
each month for fellowship, a Bible Study, prayer, and refreshments.  
This will be a great way to get to know the members of our congre-
gation in an informal setting.  Pastor Laska is leading a study fo-
cused upon John 3:16. 

. 

Womenõs Bible Study 

The women of our congregation gather each fourth Thursday of 
the month for Bible study and support of missions in our LCMS.  
Join in with them on January 22 in the Friendship Room at 7:00 

P.M.  Women of all ages are encouraged to attend. 

Page 2  The Lamp  Vo lume 2009  I ssue 1  

  

Sunday School Begins Again 

   On Sunday January 4, Sunday school 

classes will resume.   The first time we 

meet the lesson will focus on the visit 

of the wisemen, which will finish the 

òUnder the Treeó unit.  .  The òSpelunkersó, unit will 

then begin.  The lessons will  center around the Bible 

verse òYour Word is a light to my feet and a lamp for 

my pathó, Psalm 119:105.  It is not too late for your 

child to join us. Sunday School begins at 9:15 each Sun-

day morning.  Even if your child may be unable to at-

tend regularly, he/she is always welcome. 
   

PLEASE SAVE SMALL BOXES 

    We are collecting small boxes through Sunday January 

18.   The Sunday school children will be using them for 

a special  outreach project during the month of Febru-

ary.    We are collecting  boxes that are sturdy, square, 

and they should not be bigger than a small shirt box.  

Market Day boxes would be an  ideal size.   Please bring  

them  to  the school cafeteria during  the Sunday school 

hour.    Thank you  for your help. 

Please  keep  the  Sunday  School staff and  children  in  

your  prayers  throughout the month.. 

2009 FLOWER CHART  

The 2009 Flower Chart is on the wall in the narthex. Sign 

up early for your Special Day. If you sign up for flowers for 

the following Sunday, (at the last minute) you must call 

Harriet Jentsch at 994-9028 and let her know. 

Attendance ñ November 

8:00 AM Worship 

10:30 AM Worship 

Thanksgiving                                

423 

540 

141 

Wednesday Evening  43 

TOTAL November 1147 

     On Sunday, January 4th our LWML ladies will again have a table 

of ògoodiesó in the narthex with a free-will donation going towards 

Missions.  

     Look for our table of ògoodiesó on the first Sunday in the com-

ing months. Thank you for your  prayers and support. .  

Muffins for Missions 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93075425
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Paul & Chris Pannier 

 
Paul Pannier is not only a lifelong member 
of St. John, but is the 5 th generation of his 
family to be a member.  He attended grade 
school at Sherman Center and was a mem-
ber of the first class of Lutheran High to 
attend all 4 years at the new (present) 
building.  He has remained friends with his 
Sherman Center classmates.  Paul grew up 
on a farm a few miles from St. John where 

his mom still lives.  Paul has served on 
every board, except two, during his mem-
bership.  He fills his days taking on the role 
of Mr. Mom, and enjoys working around 
the house and yard.  

 

 Chris (Bast) Pannier is a relatively new 
member to St. John.  She transferred from 
First Immanuel in Cedarburg in 2005.  She 
was born and raised in Cedarburg, attend-
ing grade school at First Immanuel, gradu-

ating from Cedarburg High School, and from Concordia University in Mequon with a degree in Elementary Education with a 
minor in Early Childhood Education.  She also holds a degree in Human Resource Management.  She is employed with an 
international company (URS Corporation-Washington Division) that designs, builds, and maintains power plants and infra-
structure.  Her last project was as Labor Relations Manager/Payroll Manager at the Port Washington project.  After some time 
off, she will be moving to a new project in Sheboygan as Project Manager.  Chris has a strange hobby, started by her late 
father.  They collect and restore antique John Deere tractors and travel to tractor shows all over Wisconsin.  The family col-
lection numbers at 17.   

 

 Paul and Chris were married in June of 2006 and make their home just a few houses down from St. John.  They manage a 
house full of boys- Dominick (17), Justin (14), Zachary (6), Jacob (1).  All of the boys have attended, are attending, or will 
attend St. John School.  They are active in track, basketball, video games, and getting into trouble.  You will often see the m 
riding their bikes to school to visit the playground, or taking a daily run down the road.     

 

 As a family, they look forward to meeting new people, developing new friendships, and keeping active in the St. John Life.   

 

 Some favorite Bible verses are:  

 

¶ Matthew 6:34, ñTherefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has enough 
trouble of its own.ò 

¶ Romans 12:2, ñDo not conform any longer to the pattern of the world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.ò 

¶ Romans 5:2(b)-5, ñWe rejoice in the hope and glory of God.  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because 

we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.  Hope does not disappoint us, 
because God has poured out His love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 
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Doris Winter 
 

 
          Doris Winter was born at home in Sherman Center on 
October 20, 1920.  She was the only child of George and Norma 
Goetsch Dannies.  She was baptized by Pastor Edmond Huebner, 
as well as confirmed by him after the seventh grade.  Doris is a 
lifelong member of St. John Lutheran Church. 

         When Doris was born, her father farmed on the land that 
had belonged to her grandfather.  Starting in 1929, her father be-
gan work for Krier Preserving Co. and the family moved to Ran-
dom Lake. 

 For seven years Doris went to the one room school at St. 
John where Carl Peters was her only teacher.  She then went to 
Random Lake High School and graduated in 1938.  After high 
school, Doris went to Sheboygan Business College for six months.  
She was then hired as a clerk in the first health food store in She-
boygan in 1940.  She enjoyed this job because she liked people.  

She also worked several years at WI Public Service on the sales floor. 

 Doris met her future husband, Wilbert, at the church young people's bible class when she was only 
16.  Wilbert was born in Sherman Center on July 8, 1908.  He was brought up on a farm, one of seven children.  
Helen, Amos, and Walter Winter are his younger siblings. 

 Wilbert was twelve years older than Doris, but that was a common age gap for spouses in those 
years.  The Winter's did not marry until fourteen years later on July 29, 1950.  In the meantime, Wilbert was in World 
War II, starting in 1940.  He was overseas for four years, never coming home during that time.  He was first in New 
Guinea and then in the Philippines.  Unfortunately Wilbert suffered with heart problems the rest of his life as a result 
of the war. 

 Doris's only son, Neal, was born on September 29, 1956.  When Neal was born, Doris took ten 
years off from working to be a full time mother.  She retired in 1983 after seventeen years at the Kohler Co. to take 
care of Wilbert during his final illness.  He died one year later on September 4, 1984.  Wilbert had worked at the 
Kohler Co. for thirty years before retiring at the age of 62. 

 Over the years, Doris has been very active at Sherman Center.  She enjoyed tutoring the school chil-
dren for ten years.  She also did quilting and taught Sunday School.  Her ten years as the Mission Circle President led 
her to LWML National Conventions in many states.  Her favorite was in Laramie, Wyoming where she remembers 
that the sky was gorgeous and the people were very friendly. 

 Doris also very much enjoyed going on all four of Pastor Lindau's bus trips, especially the one to 
Missouri in the fall where it snowed.  Wilbert, Doris and Neal enjoyed traveling to many different states including the 
1964 World's Fair in New York.  Doris did most of the driving on these trips. 

 Many of us know that Neal has lived in Alaska for 26 years.  Doris has flown up to visit him at least 
six times.  She also has three grandchildren who live in Oregon.  Doris has lived in Sheboygan for 33 years, since 
1975, but has continued to come to church at Sherman Center because it is her home church. 

 One of Doris's favorite Bible passages is Matthew 28:19-20 "Go ye therefore and teach all na-
tionsé".   "With God nothing is impossible" is also very meaningful to her. 
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Birthdays 
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January 1  -  Michael Czysh, Blake Warnock 

January 2  -  Joseph Zuengler, Taylor Kohlwey, Rhonda Newsome 

January 3  -  Robert Krueger 

January 4  -  Brenda Schigur, Blaire Wilke 

January 5  -  Gwen Mueller, Jodi Broetzmann, Tyler Tischer 

January 6  -  Julie Hoff 

January 7  -  Marcella Bauer, Prestin Veldboom, Fred Wilk Jr. 

January 8  -  Roberta Tarr 

January 9  -  Blake Sommer 

January 10 ð Kyle Zimmermann, Courtney Rathke 

January 11 ð Andrew Corgiat, Kylie Fuller                                               

January 13 ð Doug Kohlwey, Lance Maas, Rebecca Bradley 

January 14 ð John Tarr 

January 15 ð Joshua Reeder 

January 16 ð Mike Tuma, Erin Schmidt 

January 17 ð Steven Tuma 

January 18 ð Joan Ney, Sean Fitzgerald 

January 20 -  Mike Deuberry 

January 21 ð Daniel Heidemann, David Horn, Michael Mallmann 

January 22 ð Harlow III Reseburg, Linzy Kappler 

January 24 ð Clarence Maas, Victoria Kohlwey, Kirsten Maas 

January 25 ð Michael Guidinger, Tanya Krause 

January 26 ð Dale Metcalf, Ronald Stolper, James Wilburn II, Nicole Tock 

January 27 ð William Habeck, Allison Vojnovich, Norman Jagow 

January 28 ð Larissa Heidemann, Kayla Depies 

January 30 ð Donna Borgwardt 

January 31 ð Jan Borgwardt, Beverly Depies 

 

The members of St. John Lutheran Congregation pray that all those who are celebrating birthdays and anniver-
saries during the month of January will continue to be blessed by the Lord in all ways.  He is the source of all 
that we need and has richly supplied us with the gifts of family, friends and faith.  May each of you celebrating in 
January enjoy your special day in good health and by giving honor and glory to God.  

 
January 5 ð Mr. & Mrs. Jason Corgiat 

January 7 ð Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Bauer 

January 8 ð Mr. & Mrs. Scott Kraus 

January 15 ð Mr. & Mrs. David Goedde 
 

Anniversaries 
 

 January 16 ð Mr. & Mrs. Richard Zuengler 

January 18 ð Mr. & Mrs. James Vorpahl 

January 20 ð Mr. & Mrs. James Wilke 

January 25 ð Mr. & Mrs. James Veldboom 
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Evangelism Committee News  

 We are planning an outreach project for February, and we would like to invite you to help us share 

the Good News.    Is there someone whom you would like to introduce to the Savior or who may sim-

ply need to be reminded of His love and care for him or her?  During the week of February 8 th,  Val-

entine Share and Care Boxes will be assembled and delivered or mailed to these individuals.  Inside 

the boxes would be some sweet treats, such as cookies and bars.  The box would also contain a spe-

cial note, (See sample below).  Please help us reach out to those around us.  

 

 Ways you can help:  

 Provide a name and address of someone who you would like to receive a Share and Care Box.  

(Slips will be available in church each Sunday.  Place them in the offering plate after they are 

filled out.)  

Bake cookies or bars.  Please have them at the school lunch room or church Friendship Room by 

February 8 th . 

Help pack and label boxes on February 9 th  starting at 6:30pm.  

Help deliver boxes to homes between Feb. 9 -12th. (Some boxes will be mailed if individuals do not 

live in our area.)  

 

 Please contact either Barb Schallock or Kris Vojnovich if you have any questions.  

 

 Sample Message: 

  Dear Friend,  

     You are receiving this box of treats because someone, who is a member of St. John Lutheran 

Church was thinking of you, and wanted to tell you that you are someone special to Jesus.  We would 

like to invite you to come join us for worship. Knowing Jesus as your Savior is the most important 

message for you to hear.  

May God bless you always.                                                   

                                                                              St. John Lutheran Church                                                                                 

        920 -994 -2228  

Worship:  

Wednesday @ 7 pm. 

Sundays @ 8 and 10:30 am.  

Sunday School and Bible Study @ 9:15am.  
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